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October 22, 2021 
  
Dear Garden City School Community, 
  
This past week, students throughout the district celebrated Unity Day, a time designated each year 
to unite against bullying. Students and staff were encouraged to dress in orange and each school 
planned numerous activities for children to participate in, as well as incorporated lessons of 
kindness into the daily curriculum. Some students collected and painted friendship rocks and 
signed pledges, while others created Flipgrids about kindness or Google Slide presentations about 
unity. While we celebrate Unity Day once a year, it is my hope that our children carry the lessons 
they’ve learned throughout the entire year. 
  
This week, our student-athletes continued to shine.  Boys' Varsity Soccer and Girl's Varsity Soccer 
teams are in the first round of playoffs this weekend. Varsity Football remains undefeated and faces 
rival MacArthur tomorrow. Varsity Field Hockey is undefeated as well and enters the semi-finals on 
November 1.  Go Trojans! 
  
As our community comes together for athletics, music, the arts, we also come together when it 
comes to our teaching and learning.  For those of who you attended last Tuesday’s Board of 
Education meeting, you are aware that Board President Bill Holub addressed an email message 
with an attached report received from a concerned community member regarding our district’s 
culturally responsive teaching, including diversity and inclusivity efforts. This resident compiled a 
detailed report outlining specific examples of lessons, books and resources they deem 
inappropriate. Specifically, the report implies that the district is masking critical race theory by 
calling it culturally responsive teaching.  While it will take some time to review the entire report, I 
assure you that the Board and I will examine the information in detail and keep you informed.  
  
It is our goal to be transparent about all issues concerning our district. As I mentioned at the Board 
meeting, we will host a Board of Education work session in the coming months on how our 
curriculum encourages students to think critically and engage in productive and respectful 
dialogue with one another.  I hope that this session will provide greater clarity into how we teach 
students to think critically and thoughtfully.  I truly value our community’s participation and input. 
It makes us better.  We model for our children on how to think critically and have a voice. 
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Finally, as we look ahead to next week, I know our students are excited to celebrate Halloween. 
Each school has sent home information regarding celebrations at school, from parades and 
pumpkin decorating to various events hosted by our PTAs. Please read the information carefully so 
that your children can participate in a fun and safe way. 
  
Have a great weekend, and thank you for your continued support. 
  
Sincerely, 
Kusum 
  
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
  
 
    


